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CHANGING MILAN  

THANK YOU 
TO ALL WHO ATTENDED OUR 

 BICENTENNIAL EVENTS 
 

F or the first 130 years of its existence, the town of 
Milan was the quintessential farming community. 

As late as 1940, more than half the working population was 
directly engaged in agriculture - most on dairy farms that 
also raised fruit for market. That began to change in the 
1950s, and by 1980, less than six percent of the working 
population of the town was engaged in farming. (The Zitz 
farm, aptly named “Neverdun,” the last dairy farm in the 
town, closed in 2003, after nearly 100 years in operation.) 

A sea-change was coming as the profitability of farming 
declined and the value of land for residential use increased, 
due to corporate business expansion in Dutchess and Ulster 
counties. The opening of the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge in 
1957 spurred this process, with Milan evolving into a 
residential community. 

Improvements in the town’s infrastructure accelerated the 
change. In the 1940s, the state straightened and widened 
Route 199, providing a much improved easy east-west 

 

There are several ways to learn about the history 
of Milan: 
 
~MilanNYHistory.org. There you will find  
documents, pictures and videos.                               
~The History Room at the Milan Town Hall. 
Many original documents and photos are housed 
here. They may be accessed by appointment on 
most Sundays from 12-2 pm. 
~Sign into your Facebook account and search 
for Milan NY History in Pictures and Words, 
historical records of the town or Milan Memories, 
general memories and photos about living in Milan. 
In addition, the volunteer team is creating an 
inventory of documents, maps and photos housed 
in the History Room. When the listing is 
complete, it will be posted on the website, 
Facebook and in print. 
 
**Town Historian: Johanna Bard 845.901.2445 
**Deputy Historian: Vicky LoBrutto 845. 416.5466 
 

Milan NY Histor  

                     article continued on page 2 

We are proud to announce the publication of 
three books during 2018: 

This Place Called Milan: The Extraordinary 
Stories of the People Who Came Before Us 
by Bill Jeffway 

Up to Milan: An American Revitalization by 
Barbara Thompson 

Stone by Stone: Building a Farm and a 
Family 1846—1988 Edited by Bonnie Wood 

Henry Billings was a Milan resident (living on what is now Pink Lane). He was 
a well-known WPA artist who exhibited at the 1939 World’s Fair in New York. 
Over subsequent decades, he wrote illustrated books. Among them is 
“Construction Ahead,” which tells of the widening of Route 199 through Milan. 

                     more on page 8 
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access. The Taconic Parkway Authority completed 
north-south access as far as Route 199 in 1949. 
Because the traffic coming north had to exit on 
Route 199 to connect with Route 9, there was an 
opportunity for restaurants and gas stations to 
develop, and develop they did. The boom, such as it 
was, lasted five years, until the Columbia County 
section was built and opened in 1954. Finally, in 
1982, the state passed the Consolidated Highway 
Improvement Program (CHIPS), which allocated 
funds to the town to pave and improve its roads. 

Changes in the federal censuses tell the story. In 
1930, the town’s population reached its low point-
622. The chart below shows the population by 
decades and the increase in number and percentage 
over the prior census. 

The 1960s saw the largest percentage of population 
increase in the town’s history—40 percent. The shift 
in land use from farm to residential caused the town 
board to pass laws, for the first time, regulating land 
use. In 1966 and 1969, the town board passed a 
subdivision and a zoning law, respectively. These 
laws required the town to establish a planning 
board, a zoning board of appeals and to hire a 

 

 

 

building inspector/zoning enforcement officer. These 
positions, along with the elected town offices, needed 
a place to meet and the existing town hall/garage was 
woefully inadequate. For most of the town’s history, 
the town boards held their infrequent meetings in the 
home of the supervisor; the same was true for the 
town justices and the town clerk. Thus, there was a 
need to centralize the town’s increasing 
governmental functions. 

Thanks to the efforts of then supervisor Tom Odak 
and life-long town resident Dick Battenfeld, Mrs. 
Irene Wilcox was encouraged to solve the town’s 
problem. She purchased 26 acres of land, and 
designed and supervised the construction of the town 
hall, which she turned over to the town in 1966. She 
envisioned the building as more than a town hall: 
It was to be a community center. To that end, she set 
aside most of the building as a meeting place, a place 
to hold pancake breakfasts, Halloween and Christmas 
parties, family gatherings celebrating birthdays, 
graduations and a myriad of other social events. 

The decade of the sixties closed with the town 
purchasing the Metecki property on South Road. The 
town’s landfill on Becker Hill Road had been closed 
by the state, and the town was under pressure to find 
a new location. The Metecki property—some 83 
acres—served the purpose and more. It provided the 
town land for recreation and a future home for its 
highway department. 

Between 1970 and 2000, the town added another 
1,032 residents-a 78 percent increase. This 
population increase, combined with mandates 
(mostly unfunded) from the state, placed 
extraordinary pressure on the town government. 
There was insufficient space in the town hall to carry 
out the town’s required duties. So, in the 1980s, the 
town board took over the upstairs meeting room and 
cut it up with additional offices. In 2003, the building 
was enlarged, making room for offices, but then the 
court was moved into the main meeting room. 

The pressures caused by the rapid growth were a 
serious concern for town boards and residents. They 
were concerned with the loss of a way of life. That  
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article continued on page 3 

Year  Population Increase Percent 

1930     622   

1940     695    73  11.7 

1950     806  111  15.9 

1960     944  138  17.1 

1970  1,322  378  40.0 

1980      1,668  346  26.0 

1990      1,895*              277  13.6 

2000      2,354  461  24.0 

2010      2,370    14     0.006 

*It is interesting to note that it took until 1990—170 
years—for the town to reach the population it had in 
1820.  



 

 

 

concern led to the town seeking and receiving a 
grant to draft a new master plan in 1984. The 
plan was approved by the town board in 1986. It 
defined the town’s values as follows: 

 To protect and enhance natural beauty. 
 

 To preserve the rural character and small 
 town atmosphere. 
 

 To discourage strip commercial 
 development and to limit business 
 development to designated areas. 
 

 To establish a central business area 
 within the town. 
 

 To permit and encourage home 
 businesses and small farms in the town. 
 

 To encourage the availability of 
 affordable housing which meets the 
 needs of all residents. 
 

 To ensure that new development occurs 
 in harmony with existing development. 
 

 To protect environmentally sensitive 
 land. 
 

The legislation that followed reflected these values 
and governed the town’s growth. And so it is today.
  

 

 

T he National Grange movement was the 
brainchild of Oliver Hudson Kelley, an 

employee of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
who, in 1866, was sent to survey agricultural 
conditions in the southern states. His tour left him 
shocked by the lack of knowledge of current 
agricultural practices and techniques he witnessed. 
He returned to Washington, convinced that what 
was needed was a social organization to assist 
farmers-north and south-in improving productivity. 
He shared his ideas with others in and out of 
government, and, by 1867, they had formed the rules 
and rituals of an organization called the National 
Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry. 

 

The Grange movement spread rapidly in the south 
and west, particularly after the Panic of 1873. 
By 1874, the National Grange had issued 24,290 
charters, with a total membership of over 760,000. 
In that year alone, the National Grange had “over 
3,000 deputies in the field organizing Granges.” The 
granges became the vehicle through which farmers 
expressed their frustration to state legislators with 
the monopolistic practices of the railroads and grain 
elevators, many of which were owned by the 
railroads. The movement saw some temporary 
success through actions by state governments but, 
by the 1880s, these were wiped out by the U.S.  
Supreme Court. More lasting were its support for Rural 
Free Delivery, a farm credit system, the Cooperative 
Extension Service, and its support for women’s  
suffrage (The National Grange was one of the first 
organizations to give women equal voting rights.) 

 

Despite its successes, by the 1880s, the movement 
was declining in the south and west; however, it was 
expanding in the northeast. Between 1900 and 1932, 
648 granges were organized in New York State, two 
in Milan. 
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THE GRANGE MOVEMENT 

article continued on page 4 

Sources: 

Fifteenth Census of the United States:  
1930-Population 

Sixteenth Census of the United States:  
1940-Population 

Town of Milan Master Plan, February 3, 1986 



 

T he first grange in Milan was the Jackson 
Corners Grange, charted in 1902. Initially, 

the grange meetings were held in private homes, but 
as its membership increased, the grange rented a hall 
in Jackson Corners. In 1930, members built the 
grange hall on Church Road, which was sold in 1974. 
The Jackson Corners Grange’s last report to the  
national Grange was made in 1975 by Mrs. Myrtle 
Gaddis its last master. 

During seventy or so years of operation, the grange 
served as a center of community life in Jackson 
Corners and the environs. There were twice monthly 
meetings, one devoted to grange business and the 
other to the social activities. The grange held parties, 
fund-raising card games (generally bridge), dances, 
lectures and suppers—in particular, an annual oyster 
supper. The Pine Plains Register-Herald described 
one such supper in its December 26, 1935 issue: 

 At a meeting of Jackson Corners grange 
 Monday night the officers of the subordinate 
 grange were installed. After a very nice oyster 
 supper served to 145 people at 7:30, the 
 grange was called to order by past Master 
 B.J. Pells, then the newly elected officers 
 of the Jackson Corners grange were 
 installed by brother Ethan Coon and his 
 installation team of Rhinebeck in a very 
 impressive manner. There were visitors 
 present from Rhinebeck, Pine Plains, 
 Rock City, Elizaville, Clermont, Livingston 
 Manor and Oak Grove granges. The 
 Christmas tree party was held of Friday night. 
 All reported a good time. 
 
The Rock City Grange was charted in 1904. It 
remained in operation for eight decades, closing in 
1981 with the sale of its building to Steven Schreiber. 
Over those years, it was, like its counterpart in 
Jackson Corners, a mainstay in the social life of the 
community. To get a sense of its unique role, we 
have only to look at its activities for a single year—
say 1954, the fiftieth anniversary year of its 
founding. 
 
 

In that year, the Rock City Grange boasted a 
membership of nearly 200, most of whom were 
Milan residents. The grange held twice monthly 
meetings, which included, besides a business 
section, a program or lecture and always 
refreshments. In addition, the grange held a 
Christmas party and a Valentine party, a Memorial 
Service in May, a flower exhibit and a picnic 
in August. In other years, the grange sponsored 
Halloween and St. Patrick’s Day parties, covered 
dish suppers, 4-H programs, an agricultural program 
put on by the Pine Plains FFA, and visitations to and 
from other granges. The granges closed their doors 
after some seven decades of service to Milan’s 
residents, casualties of the shift from a farm-centered 
community and an increasing preference for passive 
in-home entertainment. 
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The Grange Comes to Milan   
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THE HAMLETS OF JACKSON CORNERS,  

ROCK CITY AND LAFAYETTEVILLE 

 

 

 

 

I n issue 2, we looked at the hamlets of 
Milanville (today called Case’s Corner after 

postmaster Rensselaer Case) and Shookville (after 
postmaster Jacob Shook). Here, we examine 
three more: Jackson Corners, Rock City and 
Lafayetteville. We finish with a word about the 
more elusive Enterprise and Cokertown. 

There is no specific definition of a hamlet in town 
law in New York State, as there is for cities, towns, 
and villages. The designation is an informal one. An 
intersection of important roads made for a good  
location of a post office. Given the traffic generated 
and convenience associated with a post office, 
hamlets would emerge that would have a wide 
range of offerings: saw, grist and plaster mills 
(where there were also streams), wagon shops, a 
cooper or barrel maker, a blacksmith, hotel, store, 
church, school. The applicant for local postmaster 
would request a certain name of the Postmaster 
General that may have already taken hold unoffi-
cially, but not necessarily. 

The absence of a single town center in Milan or 
several other towns in the Hudson Valley (such as 
Clinton) reflect a unique aspect of the region and 
contrasts with the approach of the New England 
township. New England land grants were not given 
to individuals as they were by the Dutch, then 
English, in the Hudson River Valley, but to a group 
of township proprietors. The proprietors then 
methodically constructed and allocated the classic, 
central town common and church which functioned 
as a meeting place. Houses were built close to each 
other for safety and control with common areas for 
cultivation, and meadow land grazing. The 
evolution of cities, towns, villages and hamlets in 
the Hudson River Valley was more organic. 
Although the New England approach would change 
into a more organic approach as well, by the 
American Revolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

All three of the hamlets we examine today had post 
offices, the number of houses mentioned are from 
the 1860 NYS Gazetteer. Jackson Corners Post 
Office operated 1835 to 1930. There were 25 
houses in 1860. Rock City Post Office operated 
1835 to 1904. There were 20 houses. Lafayetteville 
Post Office operated 1849 to 1903. There were 16 
houses. These three hamlets appear to have 
emerged in the 1830s as Milan ramped up to a 
population peak in 1840 and 1850 that would 
decline and not return to that level until 1980. 

David H. Burr was the official cartographer to the 
United States Government. He created official maps 
for the federal government, including the post 
office. His 1829 map of Milan shows the 
intersection of what we today call Rowe Road and 
Salisbury Turnpike as “Milan, the location of the 
Rowe Church, Parsonage and cemetery.” He uses 
the symbols to indicate a village center, but this 
reference disappears in the next and revised edition. 
In the 1839 map, you can actually see the smudge 
from the erasure of the naming that crossroads as 
Milan and village symbols. The name “Milan” had 
in 1818 been given to the post office at the corner of 
what we today call Milan Hollow Road and 
Salisbury Turnpike. So, this appears to be an error 
in 1829. It may reflect the fact that in 1829 the most 
visible clustering of buildings was the Rowe 
family’s home, church and cemetery. 

(See page 6 for a comparison of both maps). 

J a c k s o n  C o r e r s  
An article in the Chatham Courier in 1934 explains 
that the store building, which remains today, was 
enlarged during Andrew Jackson’s presidency, 
between 1829 and 1837. Jackson died in 1845. The 
newspaper reports that the place was originally    

 article continued on page 6 
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named “Jackson’s Corner” in his honor, which had 
evolved to “Jackson Corners.” 

At its peak in the mid 19th century to early 20th 
century, the hamlet had a grist mill, saw mill, 
plaster mill, shoe shop, wool factory, wagon shop, 
barrel maker, distillery, school, a Methodist Church, 
hotel and store, and train depot. The Jackson 
Corners Vigilant Association was founded in 1868 
and is still in existence. In technical terms, the most 
distinctive feature is that it is the only land north of 
the Roeliff Jansen Kill that is in Dutchess County. 
Robert Livingston was granted his 160,000 acre 
manor with the “southern bough” of the U-shaped 
Roeliff Jansen Kill as the southern-most point. 
A line was then drawn northeast to the Hudson 
River. The river, from this southern-most point (just 
a few miles east of Jackson Corners at Mt. Ross) 
largely heads northwest, but two errant points 
where it runs enough south to break Livingston 
Manor’s straight line: at Jackson Corners, and in a 
distinct, small loop at Elizaville the size of four 
acres. Except for those two instances, to be north of 
the Roeliff Jansen Kill means you are in Columbia 
County. The hamlet is unique in Milan for having a 
train station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 article continued on page 7 

1829 David Burr map 1839 David Burr map 

Peter 
Timm  
owned the  
store in  
1941. 
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This 1812 map depicts the mill at Rock City, which was one 
of the earliest mills in the area in the late 18th century. 

R o c k  C i t  

Rock City, so named for the obvious outcropping of 
rock visible today, is at the intersection of Milan, 
Red Hook and Rhinebeck. One of the earliest 
features were the mills, the location of which remain 
visible today. At its peak, the hamlet had a grist mill, 
two saw mills, wagon factory and shop, school and 
church. The Church, the Memorial Lutheran Church, 
is technically in Rhinebeck but literally at the Milan 
border. It was founded by John Schultz in 1868 and 
is celebrating its 150th anniversary.  

 

 

 

 

 

L a f a y e t e v i l l e  
The 1812 Salisbury Turnpike map shows just an 
intersection of a road north and south, no buildings. 
The Marquis de LaFayette made his famous tour of 
the United States in 1824 (keep an eye out for the 
celebration of that bicentennial) which may have 
been too early to be the stimulus for the naming of 
the hamlet. LaFayette died in 1834, which is closer 
to the more likely time of the naming. Its most 
distinguished feature is no doubt the large and lovely 
“Lafayette House” which remains to this day, a 
former inn and stage coach stop. A very technical 
aspect of note of interest may be that the very 
straight line of much of North Road, and some of 
South Road, reflects the fact that the road was built 
right along the border of two of the 900-acre 
rectangular subdivisions created in 1744. It was the 
demanding efficiency of the Postmaster General that 
names like LaFayetteville (and LaGrange for 
example) lost their second capitalized letter and 
became Lafayetteville and Lagrange. 

 

 

 

 

E n t e r r i s e  a n d  C o k e r o w n  

The hamlet of Enterprise in southwest Milan had a 
Post Office 1884 to 1909, but was so small that there 
remains a lack of certainty as to where it was 
precisely located. It is believed to have been located 
south of the intersection of Salisbury Turnpike and 
Enterprise Road. The Post Office was likely in 
someone’s home as was frequently the case. There 
does not seem to have been a build-up of the classic 
range of industries and commercial ventures. 

Cokertown, as its coal-related name might imply, 
actually refers to a train stop that had been called 
Spring Lake. Located in Red Hook, the station was 
literally at the Milan border. What had been known 
as Shookville School (on what is now Odak Farm 
Road)  became known as Cokertown school, as did 
the surrounding area. But the name was so 
 

Lafayetteville had the very prominent hotel or stage coach 
stop seen today and also had large buildings or dance halls 
an earlier one depicted in the photo. The later dance hall 
was called “Leapin’ Lena’s.” 

article continued on page 8 



 

dependent on the railroad, that as the railroad closed in the 1980s and receded into memory, the naming 
of the area would die away over few subsequent decades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cokertown station was technically in Red Hook, but right at the Milan border. Cokertown School is now a private residence. 
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For more about hamlets, visit our web site at  
MilanNYHistory.org. 

These articles without attribution are a collaborative work of Bill Jeffway, Vicky LoBrutto, Jack Campisi. 
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